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ORIC PERFORMANCE DURING THE YEAR 2023 
BY PROF. DR. MUHAMMAD JAFAR JASKANI (CHIEF EDITOR ORIC NEWS)

Dear Faculty Members and UAF Management

The ORIC values unflinching resolution and untiring 

efforts of vibrant and competent faculty, that enabled 

ORIC - UAF to secure Top Position among all the HEC 

recognized ORICs in universities/degree awarding 

institutes across the country and ensured additional 15% 

overhead (as performance overhead) from HEC funded 

projects for this institute of higher learning. The 

number of hunted grants and submitted projects were 

507 with Rs 2444.09 million, and 563 amounting Rs. 

6136.46 million which was very encouraging and 

booming. Award of Partial Research Support to 

Postgraduate Students was (No. 15) on competitive 

basis and research publications at national and 

international level (6740 impact factor and without 

impact factor publications Source: Google Scholar) 

created competitiveness and transparency in the 

research system. Moreover, research projects provided 

job opportunities to 200+ students. The ORIC has also 

facilitated 09 scientists by reimbursing of Rs. 1.31 

million as publication charges and by making payments 

for filing of 40 patents/trademark/variety registration 

cases. ORIC organized 37 seminars (including series of 

Brainstorming sessions of faculty for future vision)/ 

webinars/training workshops/symposia/conference) 

and under the collaboration with the Govt. of the 

Punjab Agriculture Department completed six (06) 
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professional training courses by capacitating 466 

officers (by generating Rs. 17.82 million as revenue) and 

enabled them to compete for up gradation in their rank. 

Similarly, in collaboration with HEC under capacity 

building workshop for the faculty affiliated colleges 

Faisalabad division trained 414 college teachers. ORIC 

has revamped its links with sponsoring agencies and 

private sector for sensitizing faculty for hunting 

maximum funding from the sponsoring agencies. 

Establishment of Technology Innovation Support Center 

and Student Startup Business Centers at ORIC and First 

Agri. Tech. Park with a mandate to promote the 

knowledge based Entrepreneurial Eco System by Special 

Technology Zone Authority (STZA), Govt. of Pakistan 

have opened new vista of research commercialization. 

The Agri. Tech. Park will provide institutional and 

legislative support for the technology sector by 

providing fiscal and for incentives under STZA Act 2021. 

This initiative will also attract foreign investors, 

incentivise fortuitist entrepreneurs and will be a mean 

of job creation, commercialization and technological 

knowledge at large. The ORIC-UAF monitors (financial 

and research activities of projects through Internal 

Monitoring System) and facilitates the talented & 

meritorious HEC scholars having PhD. Indigenous 

Scholarships through HEC approved PhD. supervisor who 

are providing guidelines to about 307 scholars and they 

are contributing in terms of financial resources in the 

research portfolio of the University. The ORIC is fully 

aware that for promoting exports of Pakistan we have to 

follow International Featured Standards (IFS) and for 

this purpose Institutional Biosafety/Bioethics 

Committee (IBC) organized capacity building 

workshops, organized Online lab safety/ biosafety 

course and resultantly during the year, a total of 175 

cases were processed by IBC which is the indication of 

boosting awareness among the faculty and post 

graduate students.

The ORIC takes care of university rankings by sharing 
data with various ranking agencies to place UAF in the 
comity of the nation for ranking this Institute of Higher 

Learning at its deserving place. QS World Universities 
Ranking has placed UAF (66th position in the World and 
12th in Asia). The Central Hi-Tech Lab. (ISO Certified 
9001; 2015) equipped with highly sophisticated 
instruments is extending its sample analysis services to 
researchers from UAF & other organizations (with total 
693 samples on subsidized rates.) The staff at this lab is 
also providing customized hands-on-training on 
different instruments round the year. The total income 
generated through analysis and trainings with 
subsidized rates is Rs. 1.7 million. Furthermore, a highly 
sophisticated instrument Zetasizer has been added 
(Financed from ORIC Funds) in this lab. which will 
provide particle size measuring facility to the 

researchers across the country. The trend of patent 
filing / patent registration/trade mark as well as variety 
registration by the faculty is encouraging due to 
technical assistance provided by TISC (Technology 
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Innovation and Support Center at ORIC), currently 
number of Registered Patents is 24 while 41 are under 
process of registration and 16 crop varieties are at the 

various stages of approval. Similarly, during the year 
2023, Okra (P21), Rose (Rosa Centifolia) and Chia 
varieties (Chia UA) have been approved by the Punjab 
Seed Council, Govt. of the Punjab for general 
cultivation by the farmers. Academia Industry Linkages 
has entered into a new domain through Consultancy 
projects and collaborative Industrial Projects. The ORIC 
in line with the Vision-2030 avails opportunities and 
provides funds for technology displays, exhibitions like 

DICE-AFS, Pakistan Agri. Expo Lahore, Punjab Higher 
Education Commission, Innovation Expo & National 
Seminar on Food Security 2023 at Jinnah Convention 
Center, Islamabad and Agri. Expo at Chief Minister's 
Secretariat Lahore which have a lasting impact on the 
technology transfer. 

In the upcoming year, ORIC has planned to further 
refining UAF and ORIC Rankings, fostering to hunting 
more research funding from national and international 

donors, transforming research outcomes in to goods, 
services and cutting edge technologies for the end users 
,more efforts to ensure transparency in the research 

system, extending the scope 
of outreach activities  by 
involving students at all 
levels, aligning research at 
c a mpu s  w i t h  SD G s  a n d 
national research priorities 
,facilitating and incentivizing 
researchers (Faculty members 
a n d  s t u d e n t s )  t h r o u g h 
multiple initiatives, boosting 
patenting/trade mark/variety 
registration, implementing 
l e g a l  f r a m e w o r k  o f 
b i o s a f e t y / b i o e t h i c s  i n 
research, facilitating the 
G o v e r n m e n t  i n  Po l i c y 
initiatives, concrete efforts 
for identifying issues of social 
sector a farming community & 
civil society and enhancing 
capacity of the researchers to 
address the challenges to 
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  l i v e s t o c k , 
fisheries, environment and 
national economy at large.

The ORIC appreciates and 
t h a n k s  t h e  e x c e l l e n t 
teamwork and ownership of 
t h e  f a c u l t y  a n d  U A F 
management from top to 
bottom for their dedication & 
commitment because nothing 
was possible without their 
sheer cooperation. Thank you 
and keep it up. 
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COMPREHENSIVE AND COORDINATED APPROACH IS MUST TO ADDRESS ISSUES OF FOOD SECURITY

A delegation from D8-TTEN, Technology Studies 

Institute (TSI), Pardis Technology Park (PTP) and Special 

Technology Zone Authority(STZA) visited UAF and held 

meeting with Vice Chancellor and top management of 

the varsity. During the meeting, the Vice Chancellor 

welcomed and expressed gratitude to the participants. 

He emphasized the importance of collaboration 

between academia and industry to drive innovation and 

contribute to technological advancements. He also 

highlighted the university's commitment to fostering 

partnerships that benefit both the academic community 

and the technology sector. He emphasized the need for 

a comprehensive and coordinated approach to address 

issues related to food security among D8 member 

countries. Dr. Milad Sadrkhanlou, President of D-8 TTEN 

and Head of Technology Trade Development Center, PTP 

said there is a huge potential for cooperation regarding 

Innovation and Technology Transfer in agriculture 

among D-8 countries. Mr. Rasoul. R. Rajaei from Pardis 

Technology Park gave comprehensive presentation 

regarding Pardis Technology Park current activities and 

general services they are offering to the Corporates, 

SMEs, Startups and PTP commercialization chain. He 

further briefed about Mustafa Prize Award and 

welcomed UAF scientists to participate.  Dr. Ali 

Abdollahi-Nasab, Director of the Innovation Policy, TSI 

briefed regarding ongoing research activities at 

Technology Search Institute. Mr. Aamer Saleemi, 

ED/Member Zones Development and Management 

discussed the recent initiative of Special Technology 

Zones Authority and importance of AgriTech Park. Prof. 

Dr. Muhammad Jafar Jaskani, Director, Office of 

Research, Innovation & Commercialization briefed about 

various priority areas for collaboration and recent 

initiatives taken by the UAF Management. Mr. Irfan Abbas, 

Director, Planning & Development gave presentation on 

Agri. Tech Park UAF. Dr. Khuram Zia, Manager, Innovation 

and Commercialization (ORIC) and Mr. Imran Munawar, 

Incharge-Business Incubation Center (BIC) discussed 

possibilities for fostering entrepreneurial and innovation 

ecosystem. The Vice Chancellor concluded the meeting 

by summarizing key points discussed.

ADHERENCE TO NATIONAL BIOETHICS COMMITTEE’S GUIDELINES
The National Bioethics Committee for Research (NBC-R) 

under National Institutes of Health, Health Research 

Institute, had issued National Guidelines for Collection, 

Usage, Storage and Export of Human Biological 

Mater ia l s  (HBM),  ava i lab le  at  i t s  webs i te. 

www.nbcpakistan.org.pk. The NBC-R has issued a 

memorandum to emphasize the concerned academic 

Institutions, Research and Development Organizations 

for the strict adherence to theses guidelines. It is 

responsibility of all personnel involved to meticulously 

adhere to these guidelines and failure to comply may 

result in legal consequences and ethical ramifications. 

Strict adherence to these regulations are crucial in 

upholding ethical standards and ensuring the safe and 

lawful transformation of human biological materials in 

our country.


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7

